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We are here tonight at the 2012 PCC annual meeting to celebrate, to learn and to participate.  We have 
some fabulous food and food for thought planned tonight.   And we appreciate your presence and 
membership in our co-op, because that member participation is what distinguishes cooperatives from 
other forms of business. 

2012 is the United Nations International Year of the Co-op.   This declaration by the UN is intended to 
bring attention to and understanding of the cooperative as a viable and desirable form of business in the 
upcoming decades.   

Cooperatives around the globe are thriving and growing, proving that a business model based on 
independence, democracy and concern for community is the path to a more sustainable future.  Locally we 
don’t have to look far for examples of successful co-op businesses:  REI and BECU are a couple of the 
larger ones; PCC, our own co-op, has demonstrated phenomenal success over recent years, even in very 
difficult economic times.  And the reason?  I believe that dedication to our values of a local and 
community focus, and an operating model committed to social and environmental outcomes as well as 
economic outcomes, is what drives our success.   

More and more companies, both large and small are recognizing that being a values driven business, 
paying attention to the social and environmental needs of the communities in which they operate 
translates into loyal supporters.  Consumers are paying attention to corporate practices and holding 
businesses accountable.  And member-owned businesses – cooperatives – have been leading this charge. 

Small and micro businesses in developing nations are adopting the cooperative model as the one that 
works in their communities to preserve both their human and natural resources.  The result is more 
sustainable economic growth for these countries and their people.    

I am confident that the next decade will show an increase in member-owned, values based businesses 
that will improve communities worldwide, just as our local cooperatives are improving our local 
communities. 

Our co-op PCC has for over 50 years been a leader in community involvement and support.   Our 
leadership in food issues and their impact on the agricultural and consumer communities is well-known 
and appreciated throughout the Northwest.   

The PCC board of trustees along with the management work to ensure that the values of the co-op are 
carried out, that the important issues surrounding the food system and its sustainability are wisely vetted 
and reasonable solutions pursued.  We look for ways to communicate with you the members to hear your 
thoughts.  Through this annual meeting, the Sound Consumer, as well as store and community events, we 
carry out the cooperative principal of member participation.   In the fall, together with management, we 
are planning some store events to garner member interest around various food and agriculture issues.   
We want your participation, as that is what makes a co-op great.   

Another important element is participation in the annual election to the board and nominating committee, 
which will be kicking off at this meeting.  Exercise your member right, support the democratic element of 
the co-op by voting either tonight or over the next month.  Help advance our cooperative and 
consequently the success of other cooperatives by your participation. 

 


