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Good evening, and welcome to the 2013 PCC Annual meeting.  My name is Carol Binder and I am the 
chair of the PCC Board of Trustees.  We have a delicious and healthful dinner for you tonight in the 
tradition of PCC annual meetings.  Later in the evening one of our fabulous PCC nutritionists will provide 
us with information about the dinner, what makes is both so healthful and delicious.  We have 
presentations from some very interesting and thought provoking speakers and you will hear from the 
candidates running for election to the board of trustees. But before we get started I have a few logistical 
announcements.  In case of emergency, please do as instructed, exits are in the back of the room,  the 
same way you came in.  At your tables there should be a PCC board or management staff member 
serving as your table captain.  They are happy to answer any questions you may have about PCC or jot 
down your questions or concern for subsequent follow up.  So don’t be shy.  Later we will talk a bit 
about other ways for members to get information and provide input to the co-op.  But in the meantime, 
please, continue your dinner, relax, chat with your fellow PCC members and enjoy yourselves.  We will 
be back shortly.  

 

Hello again, as I mentioned earlier I have the pleasure of serving as the chair of the PCC board of  
Trustees.  As the board of trustees, it is not our role to design or implement PCC’s many  programs and 
activities.  We have a fabulous leadership team at PCC and nearly 1,000 smart and committed staff who 
have taken our co-op down the road of the success we are currently experiencing and that you will hear 
about soon from our CFO Randy Lee.   

The Trustees’ primary duties, are to ensure that PCC’s actions represent our members values and 
interests and to guide PCC to continued success in the future.  And your role as members is to help elect 
members to the board and to the nominating committee.  Your participation guide both the board and 
the management in what is important to you in building a more sustainable world both locally and 
globally.  Each trustee is elected for a three year term.  This year we have four very strong candidates 
who will be speaking to you shortly about their interest in serving on the board.  Your participation is 
critical to the cooperative business model--- listening to the candidates tonight, reading their statements 
or viewing their video on the PCC website and voting in the current election.  It is also important to vote 
for the members of the nominating committee.  These dedicated PCC members spend hours each year 
vetting and interviewing board prospects to produce a slate of candidates for you.  This process is very 
independent from the board and management and you as members should be proud and confident that 
the most qualified applicants are presented for election.  PCC’s long history and success is based on 
member participation and support, so please take the time to vote for both trustees and nominating 
committee members. 



Throughout the year, we, as trustees, have the opportunity to interact with both board and 
management of other cooperatives around the country.  In each of these interactions, I am always 
proud to be a part of PCC, as we are the model for many growing food cooperatives in both small towns 
and large cities throughout the country.  Much of our success is due to our adherence to our values, 
which we call our ends policies:  commitment to providing patrons to healthful food and educating them 
about that food, valuing co-op membership, having a local focus and balancing economic, social and 
environmental responsibilities.  These are the things that make PCC different from other grocery stores.  
That and your support of these values by your continued patronage of our stores and active involvement 
in your co-op.   

 In 2012, the board made a decision to discontinue the fall member meeting and to replace that 
opportunity for member participation with smaller, more interactive meetings, at various locations.  This 
is an attempt to provide more engagement for members on a variety of topics in the food and 
agriculture world.  The first of these meetings was held at the Redmond store last fall, and those 
attending were able to learn more details about their co-op, ask questions of and get to know both 
board members and management staff.  We are planning another of these meetings this summer with 
information on I-522, the GMO labeling initiative that will be on the fall ballot.  Your involvement in 
these meetings and your communication to us via the website, through the stores or office lets us know 
is important to you and guides us in our work.  Thank you for your interest and engagement.  

None of PCC’s success would be possible without the hard work and dedication of the wonderful and 
dedicated employees of PCC.  Here to talk about the successes of 2012 and the plans and programs for 
the upcoming year is our longtime chief financial officer Randy Lee, who is pinch hitting tonight for our 
CEO Tracy Wolpert. 


